
NORTH DAKOTA SHELTER TYPES 
 

Minimum 
Standards Type I Type II Type III Type IV 

 

Operational 
Period 

Up to four weeks Up to four weeks Up to 72 hours Up to 24 hours 

 

Facility     
Capacity Based on required 

space 
Based on required 
space 

Up to 70 people Minimum 20 people 

Bathrooms 1 toilet and sink per 
20 people 

1 toilet and sink per 
20 people 

1 toilet and sink per 
20 people 

1 toilet and sink per 
20 people 

Showers 1 shower per 40 
people 

1 shower per 40 
people 

None required None required 

Required Space 40 to 60 square feet 
per person 

40 to 60 square feet 
per person 

40 to 60 square feet 
per person 

40 to 60 square feet 
per person 

Communications Five phone lines and 
an alternate system  

Three phone lines Two phone lines  One phone line 

Sleeping 
Accommodations 

Open common area; 
onsite or pre-
existing 
memorandums of 
understanding to 
obtain cots, mats, 
etc. 

Open common area; 
on-site or pre-
existing 
memorandums of 
understanding to 
obtain cots, mats, 
etc. 

Open common area Open common area 

Ability to 
Separate 
People/Services 

Required Required Not required Not required 

Backup Power Backup power for 
essential service and 
to sustain life safety 
and medical care 

Required to have 
backup power for 
essential services 

Capability to 
provide backup 
power 

Not required 

Climate Control Ability to heat and 
cool 

Ability to heat and 
cool 

Ability to heat Ability to heat 

Meal 
Preparation 

Full-service kitchen 
with commercial 
sanitation meeting 
FDA food code 
requirement 

Full-service kitchen 
with commercial 
sanitation meeting 
Food and Drug 
Administration 
(FDA) food code 
requirements 

Refrigeration 
capability required; 
full kitchen service 
not required. Meals 
predominately 
catered/boxed meals, 
meals-ready-to-eat 
(MREs), heater 
meals 

No kitchen required; 
meals may include 
catered/boxed meals, 
meals-ready-to-eat 
(MREs), heater 
meals 

Emergency 
Response 
Services 

Readily accessible to 
ambulance, fire, and 
law enforcement 

Readily accessible to 
ambulance, fire, and 
law enforcement 

Readily accessible to 
ambulance, fire, law 
enforcement 

Readily accessible to 
ambulance, fire, law 
enforcement 

Animals Service animals only Service animals only Service animals only Service animals only 



Minimum 
Standards Type I Type II Type III Type IV 

 

Staffing     
Medical Support On-site disaster 

physical and 
behavioral health 
services.; 
accommodates 
people who are not 
ill enough to require 
hospitalization and 
have unstable, 
chronic, terminal, or 
contagious 
conditions requiring 
medical support, 
intervention or 
treatment   

On-site disaster 
physical and 
behavioral health 
services 

On-site medical 
support not required; 
basic first aid 
recommended 

On-site medical 
support not required 

Functional 
Needs 

Accommodations 
are made through 
on-site staff or other 
identified resources. 

Accommodations 
are made through 
on-site staff or other 
identified resources. 

Accommodations 
are made through 
on-site staff or other 
identified resources. 

Accommodations 
are made through 
on-site staff or other 
identified resources. 

Shelter 
Management 

On-site 24/7 shelter 
management team 
required including 
licensed healthcare 
professionals 

On-site 24/7 shelter 
management team 
required 

On-site 24-hour 
shelter management 
team required 

Basic 
communications and 
registration 

Shelter Security Security personnel 
24/7 with controlled 
access to the site and 
the facility 

Security personnel 
as needed with 
controlled access to 
the site and the 
facility 

Security personnel 
as needed with 
controlled access to 
the site and the 
facility 

Local law 
enforcement as 
needed 

 

Pet Friendly 
(PF) 

    

Allows pets in 
kennels or cages to 
be placed in a 
room/area 
separate from 
shelter occupants. 

Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No Yes/No 

 

ADA (A) Fully accessible 
under the ADA. 

Entrance, common 
areas and restrooms 
are ADA accessible, 
or accessibility is 
readily achievable 
through reasonable 
accommodation or 
modification. 

Entrance, common 
areas and restrooms 
are ADA accessible, 
or accessibility is 
readily achievable 
through reasonable 
accommodation or 
modification. 

Entrance, common 
areas and restrooms 
are ADA accessible, 
or accessibility is 
readily achievable 
through reasonable 
accommodation or 
modification. 

 


